November 12, 2013

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3292

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove myself
as a cosponsor of H.R. 3292.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

COMMEMORATING BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
October was the 29th anniversary of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a
time to encourage early detection, to
support those who are battling this dis-
ease, to honor survivors, and to reflect
on those who have lost their battles
against this dreadful disease. Over
232,000 women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer within this year, so
events that increase awareness and
education must be a top priority.

One of the many great events to take
place in my home area of Miami-Dade
County is the annual American Cancer
Society’s Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer walk. Irela Bague, a
south Florida native, was one of the
proud participants this year. Irela and
her team, Chica Power, put together a
wonderful support system to help sur-
vivors and to foster empowerment for
all of those impacted by breast cancer.
Another team participating in the
event was Lopez Gov Law, put together
by philanthropist Marile and Jorge
Luis Lopez. They also helped to raise
awareness about the benefits of early
detection, and they promoted free in-
formation and services offered by the
American Cancer Society.

Mr. Speaker, education, prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment are the im-
portant steps to preserving women’s
health. Every effort must be made to
ensure that this disease is eradicated,
and until a cure is found, it is crucial
that we do all that we can to prevent
this horrible disease from taking yet
another woman’s life.

——————

ALIVE DAY

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr.
today is my alive day.

On November 12, 2004, I nearly lost
my life in a dusty field in Iraq. I would
have died that day if it were not for my
helicopter crew.

If it weren’t for Chief Warrant Officer
Dan Milberg, we would never have been
able to land that aircraft. If it weren’t
for Specialist Kurt Hannemann, who,
despite his own injuries, stood the pe-
rimeter to protect us from approaching
enemy, I wouldn’t be here today. If it

Speaker,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

weren’t for Sergeant Chris Fierce, who
was also grievously wounded and point-
ing to the medics to take care of me
before him, those medics would not
have realized as quickly as they did
that I was still alive. There was no way
to egress if Chief Warrant Officer Pat
Meunks didn’t land his aircraft right
behind ours to pull us out. Dan could
not have carried me out if Sergeant
Matt Backeus were not there to help
all of us to his aircraft.

It is because of my buddies that I am
here today. I owe it to them to make
their sacrifices and their heroic efforts
that day worth it. I owe it to them to
live every day to the fullest and to
stand up for our veterans and for all
Americans.

It doesn’t matter where you come
from. It doesn’t matter what god you
pray to or whether you are a male or a
female. What matters is the mission
and that you will never, ever leave one
of your own behind.

We have a lot of work to do here in
Congress, but we must remember that
our mission is to serve the American
people. That means we must work to-
gether just like my crew. That’s why I
will always reach across the aisle to
work with all of my colleagues in order
to find solutions for our Nation. We
don’t often get chances like I did. I will
never waste a second chance, this time

that I have.
Dan, Chris, Kurt, Matt, and Pat,
thank you for my life.

———

THE PRESIDENT SHOULD FULFILL
HIS PROMISE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the White House has been
under pressure for weeks as millions of
Americans have started receiving
health insurance cancelation letters
despite repeated assurances from the
President that this would not be the
case.

Earlier today, former President Bill
Clinton weighed in on the debate. He
stated the following:

I, personally, believe, even if it takes
changing the law, the President should
honor the commitment the Federal Govern-
ment made to those people and let them
keep what they got.

Last week, the President apologized,
despite American families continuing
to lose their coverage as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.

Mr. Speaker, rather than apologize to
the millions of Americans who are los-
ing their coverage, the President
should fulfill the promise that was
made.

This week, the House will consider
H.R. 3350, the Keep Your Health Plan
Act, which will allow insurance compa-
nies to continue offering the plans that
millions of consumers were happy with
and would like to keep.

If the President is sincere in keeping
his promise, the very least he could do
is support this bipartisan legislation.
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RETIREMENT OF JUDGE HUGH
WALKER

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize my
friend, Alameda County Superior Court
Judge Hugh Walker of Pleasanton, who
recently announced he is retiring after
19 years of service.

Judge Walker has served much of the
eastern portion of Alameda County,
which I represent, since 1994. He was
first appointed as a municipal court
judge for the Livermore-Pleasanton-
Dublin district by Governor Pete Wil-
son and was elevated to Superior Court
judge for Alameda County in 1998.

For 19 years he has served in the Tri-
Valley, and when I was a prosecutor he
even kept me in line. Judge Walker is
well known for being a tough but down-
to-earth and compassionate judge and
never shies away from a lighthearted
moment in his courtroom. He is well
respected by both his peers and by
those who have argued cases before
him.

He is very much a part of the com-
munity for which he helps ensure jus-
tice is served. He is a very familiar face
in downtown Pleasanton and at local
Rotary Club meetings.

He has dedicated a great amount of
energy into helping bring a larger
courthouse to the eastern portion of
Alameda County. I want to thank
Judge Walker for his decades of public
service to the people of Alameda Coun-
ty and wish him the best of luck as he
begins this new chapter of his life.

———
KEEP YOUR HEALTH PLAN ACT

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, President
Obama promised the American people
that if they like their current health
care plan, they would be able to keep
it. That promise is meaningless to the
4.8 million and counting Americans
who have already been notified that
they will lose their current health care
plan because of ObamaCare.

Stacy Johnson Lindsey of Scott
Depot, West Virginia, is one of those
4.8 million forced to choose a more ex-
pensive and new health insurance plan.
Stacy writes:

I have no desire to have government-fund-
ed health care and refuse to be pushed into
utilizing the marketplace. Will you please
help us? I am worried what the future holds.

Barbara Zeiger of Lehew, West Vir-
ginia, will be forced out of her current
insurance plan that has only a $250 de-
ductible. When Barbara asked her in-
surer, she was told that her plan no
longer would be offered because it does
not include maternity and pediatric
coverage. Barbara is 61 years old and
widowed.
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